RALPH    RASHLEIGH
bank they paused, while McCoy carefully searched the reeds,
coining back presently with a catamaran, in which tJ&y, -
quickly crossed the stream, taking Rashleigh with them.
They climbed the high opposite bank, and he heard the hum
of voices directly in their route. Foxley and McCoy walked
closely on either side of him, and they went on in silence
until most of the houses were left behind* Whilst the other
three halted, McCoy went forward alone, returning to
beckon the whole party forward to a house standing by
itself. Lights were burning in the rooms and a female voice
was heard singing. Foxley knocked upon the door and the
whole party was admitted.
A young and handsome Australian woman greeted
McCoy with kisses, and the whole party entered a typical,
spacious settler's living-room, in which there were many
evidences that the occupants were living in easy circum-
stances. In a few minutes two other girls and an elderly man
and woman came in, and all welcomed the visitors with
obvious friendliness, pressing food upon them, which they
declined, Rashleigh noticed McCoy take one of the girls
aside and, after some conversation, give her money. She
went out immediately, while Foxley and Smith carried on a
cheery talk with the other two girls. The girl returned with
a keg on her head, and was enthusiastically greeted by the
whole party, who all, excepting Rashleigh, drew up to a table
and settled down to cards and rum-drinking. On entering
Foxley had ordered Rashleigh to sit in a certain place in the
room, threatening to shoot him dead if he made any move
to change his place.
At the other table, his companions were rapidly growing
drunk and noisy, and the room was ringing with songs
and roystering. Presently Foxley, after eyeing Rashleigh
morosely, got up and staggered over to him.
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